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search, for on that connection depends the concrete significance of the ego, which 

to us is not subject in general, but above all, is our own particular subject. 

And finally at this point there spontaneously arises the question of a theory of 

the psychic phenomena. Every theory essentially presupposes an objective ten

dency, while consciousness, as the expression of the purest subjectivity of phenom

ena, cannot be rendered objective. It clearly follows, therefore, that the met/tod 

of psychology must be radically different from all methods of the objective sciences. 

yvKv. 

DER GENIALE MENSCH. By Cesare Lombroso. German Translation by Dr. M. O. 

Fraenkel. Hamburg : Verlagsanstalt und Druckerei-Actien-Gesellschaft (vor-

mals J. F. Richter). 

The French edition of Lombroso's "Man of Genius " h a s already appeared 

The work is introduced by a preface written by M. Charles Richet, which reviews 

the subject with great clearness. All in all, this is an admirable book, well 

stocked with interesting facts and incidents, and well adapted to obtain a large 

number of readers outside of scientific circles. There is necessarily a dearth of 

abundant and well-authenticated facts in this subject,—historians until lately not 

having occupied themselves with the psychological phases of life ; and accordingly 

there is great danger in universal generalisation from those that we have. This, 

however, Prof. Lombroso has recognised. 

Genius, the author claims, is a variety of psychosis, an instance of degenera

tion. Degeneration of certain parts is the condition of the acquisition of others ; 

thus the loss of a number of ribs and muscles, of a tail, etc., has in man been com

pensated by the acquisition and development of the brain ; and so in the genius the 

possession of very great intellectual or emotional faculties has been counter

balanced by the loss of equilibrium in the other parts. Moreover, there are no 

exceptions in nature ; the occurrence of insanity, abnormalities, and eccentricities 

in a few cases leads us inevitably to the conclusion that there are correspondent 

defects in all others. And this we find to be true in all historical instances. Popu

lar speech and tradition have identified genius and demency : in Hebrew and San

skrit the words prophet and insane are synonymous ; and so we have the proverbs— 

' Children and fools speak the truth,' ' Un fol avise bien un sage,' ' Saepe etiam 

est morio valde opportune locutus.' The line of demarcation between the two is 

hardly traceable. Genius is the exception, a deviation from the common type of" 

humanity, and nature avenges the aberration by denying it permanency and in

flicting upon it abnormality. Whether degeneration or progression, genius is un

usual and unstable. But one thing distinguishes genius from mental alienation, 

and it is this—that genius possesses the power of inhibition, of concentration, of 

critique, and far-sightedness, while demency has no control of the ideas it has 

formed ; both possess the swift and unerring power of origination ; the one can 

command what it has originated, the other cannot. 
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It must be admitted that the method employed for the verification of this 

thesis, is not absolutely safe. Wherever an eccentricity in a man of genius is found, 

it is accredited to psychosis, even though the genius in question be upon the whole 

more normal than the average "no rma l " man; as, for instance, Goethe. If the 

same method were applied to all men, would not normality be the exception and 

abnormality the rule ? pupx. 

DAS BEWUSSTSEIN UND SEIN OBJECT. By Dr. Joh. Wolff, Professor of Philosophy 

at the University of Freiburg (Switzerland). Berlin : Mayer & Miiller. 

This is a huge closely printed volume of six hundred and twenty pages. It is 

the enlargement and development of a treatise offered several years ago to the fac

ulty of the University of Bonn, upon application by Dr. Wolff for a University in-

structorship, and contains the results of the author's thoughts and researches since 

that time upon the subject there dealt with. 

Among many valuable isolated speculations and suggestions, we find funda

mental theses with which it is impossible for us to agree. Thus, Dr. Wolff says that 

when he speaks of soul he means ' a substance, a substratum, a vehicle, a cause of 

psychical phenomena, and not a phenomenon or sum of phenomena'; and he says 

it is no more a pre-judgment or prejudice on his part to begin with this thesis than 

it is on the part of those who hold a different view to begin with the opposed one,— 

in fact less so, since he starts from the notion which all men hold in common, 

while the others do not. 

Does the mathematician, in propounding a new method, or a physicist in ex

plaining an unsolved problem, proceed from the mathematical and physical notions 

all men hold in common ? And if the soul is made an object of scientific research, 

why should an exception be made of it ? It is not so much what we begin with as 

what we end with, and it is perhaps superfluous to say that Dr. Wolff has ended 

where he began—with the simplicity, the substantiality, the unity, and the per

manency of the ego. JIK-^K. 
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